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Robert Norrell 
Name  Robert Norrell  
Professional 
Occupation 

Professor of History 

Institution University of Tennessee 
Website http://history.utk.edu/peopletwo/robert-j-norrell/ 

Short Description Robert Norrell is a professor of history at the University of 
Tennessee. He has lectured in several American and European 
universities. In addition, he has published prize-winning books on 
the racial history of the American South. 
 
Norrell has been an expert witness for the defence in 28 tobacco 
related court cases, especially in Engle Progeny cases. In a 
deposition taken in Karney v. Brown and Williamson in 1998 Norrell 
declared that he charged $100 an hour for his litigation-driven 
work.1 Two years later that rate was still the same,2 but by 2010 
Norrell’s hourly rate had changed to $225,3 and two years later to 
$250.4 Norrell acknowledged in testimony given in Engle Progeny 
that he has charged tobacco companies for one million dollars, or 
$55,000 yearly during the period 1994-2012.5 

Education Ph.D. 
Major Fields History of American race relations 
Major Publications Reaping the Whirlwind: The Civil Rights Movement in Tuskegee 

(1986), The House I Live In: Race in the American Century (2005), 
Up from History: The Life of Booker T. Washington (2011) 

Number of Cases 28 
 
 
 
 

1 See deposition of Robert Norrell, December 9, 1998, Karney v. Brown and Williamson. Westlaw 
reference: 1998 WL 35271781. 
2 See deposition of Robert Norrell, August 17, 2000, Seaborn v. R.J. Reynolds. Westlaw reference: 2000 
WL 35651535. 
3 See deposition of Robert Norrell, July 28, 2010, Piendle v. R.J. Reynolds. Westlaw reference: 2010 WL 
6568264. 
4 See affidavit of Robert Norrell, April 17, 2012, Hill v. R.J. Reynolds. Westlaw reference: 2012 WL 
4062302. 
5 See deposition of Robert Norrell, June 7, 2012, Narushka v. R.J. Reynolds. Westlaw reference: 2012 WL 
3450341. 
How to cite: Delafontaine, Ramses. 2015. Historians as Expert Judicial Witnesses: A Controversial 
Legal Practice. New York: Springer International Publishing. 
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Case6 Year Manner of Involvement 
1. Konkle v. R.J. Reynolds 1997 Deposition and Testimony 
2. Marks v. R.J. Reynolds 1997 Testimony 
3. Karney v. Brown and Williamson 1998-1999 Deposition and Testimony 
4. Newcomb v. R.J. Reynolds 1999 Testimony 
5. Seaborn v. R.J. Reynolds 2000 Deposition 
6. Scott v. American Tobacco 2000-2001 Deposition and Testimony 
7. Campbell v. R.J. Reynolds 2002-2013 Testimony 
8. Sachs v. Lorillard 2003 Affidavit 
9. Waterhouse v. R.J. Reynolds  2005-2006 Affidavit 
10. Martin v. R.J. Reynolds 2008-2009 Deposition and Testimony 
11. Staggs v. R.J. Reynolds 2008 Designated 
12. Hill v. R.J. Reynolds 2009 Testimony 
13. In re: Engle Progeny Cases7 2009-2014 Deposition and Testimony 
14. Chamberlain v. R.J. Reynolds 2010-2013 Testimony 
15. Piendle v. R.J. Reynolds 2010 Deposition and Testimony 
16. Smith v. R.J. Reynolds 2010-2012 Testimony 
17. Narushka v. R.J. Reynolds 2011-2012 Testimony 
18. Rodehaver v. R.J. Reynolds 2011-2012 Testimony 
19. Rudy v. R.J. Reynolds 2011-2012 Testimony 
20. Vanblarcom v. R.J. Reynolds 2011-2012 Testimony 
21. Brinson v. R.J. Reynolds 2012 Expert Report Submitted 
22. Giddens v. R.J. Reynolds 2012 Testimony 
23. Graham v. R.J. Reynolds 2012 Deposition 
24. Hill v. R.J. Reynolds 2012 Expert Report Submitted 
25. Larrabee v. R.J. Reynolds 2012 Deposition 
26. Reider v. R.J. Reynolds 2012 Testimony 
27. Searcy v. R.J. Reynolds 2012 Expert Report Submitted 
28. Wilder v. R.J. Reynolds 2012 Expert Report Submitted 

 
 

6 Information on the cases is based on Proctor, Robert. 2012. Golden Holocaust: Origins of the Cigarette 
Catastrophe and the Case for Abolition. Berkeley: University of California Press, 462. & The following 
online databases: http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu. http://tobaccodocuments.org. 
http://lawschool.courtroomview.com/experts. & Westlaw. In Engle Progeny Cases many depositions 
and testimonies are reused in other cases instead of solely in the case where the actual testimony was 
given for the first time. I list these cases separately because in each one the deposition or testimony 
was submitted as important evidence and thereby it influenced the court and the jury. 
7 Pertaining to Allen, Clay, Ward, and Warrick. 
How to cite: Delafontaine, Ramses. 2015. Historians as Expert Judicial Witnesses: A Controversial 
Legal Practice. New York: Springer International Publishing. 
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